An emergency laparotomy (emergency bowel surgery) is a surgical operation for patients,
often with severe abdominal pain, to find the cause of the problem and treat it.
General anaesthetic is used and usually an incision made to gain access to the abdomen.
Emergency bowel surgery can be carried out to clear a bowel obstruction, close a bowel
perforation and stop bleeding in the abdomen, or to treat complications of previous surgery.
It is one of the most risky types of emergency operation.
These results are from 2016-17, the 4th year of the National Emergency Laparotomy Audit.
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to care for emergency laparotomy patients.
90% of patients with a pre-operative
risk score of >10% went to critical care.

after emergency laparotomy surgery.
77% of patients are alive at one year post-surgery,
71% at two years, and 66% at three years.
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